
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



AIR QUALITY is a   
PRIORITY for                  

SAN ANTONIO 
 

• Bexar County has been designated by the 
Environmental Protection Agency  as 
marginal nonattainment of ground-level 
ozone.   

 
• Making sure our air is healthy to breathe is a 

priority for our city, as our most vulnerable 
residents including children, the elderly and 
those who work outside are the most 
affected by dirty air.   

 





Ozone exposure is 
known to cause 

increased:  
 

• Mortality (especially the 
elderly) 

• Cardiovascular disease 
• Respiratory disease 
• Asthma attacks 
• School and work 

absenteeism 
 

Ozone - O3 

 



• According to the South Texas 
Asthma Coalition (STAC), children 
with asthma miss an average of 7.6 
school days each year in Bexar 
County. 
 

• Though triggers for asthma attacks 
are widely varied and complex, the 
need exists to work solutions to 
the problem from all angles and 
employ proven tactics that reduce 
exposure to harmful emissions, 
especially for children waiting to 
be picked up by their parents from 
school.   

Health Impacts 



• Excessive vehicle idling 
unnecessarily contributes to 
air pollution and poor 
human health.  
 

• This includes parents picking 
up children after school, 
customers waiting in line at 
a drive-through ATM or 
restaurant, trucks delivering 
goods, and buses waiting to 
pick up passengers.  

Tackling Emissions 



Anti-Idling Ordinance 

As of January 1, 
2017, vehicles 
weighing 14,000 
pounds or more 
are prohibited 
from idling more 
than five minutes.   
  



• The City would like to continue 
the momentum of these 
efforts by launching the 
voluntary Breathe Today. SA 
Tomorrow:  Clean Air for Kids!  
 

• Program based on a proven 
model developed by the EPA. 

 
• COSA’s Office of Sustainability 

is partnering with area schools 
to engage faculty, staff, parents 
and students in this outreach 
effort.   

  



BASIC LEVEL… 
• Install  idling reduction signs in the 

drop-off/pick-up area 
• Send idling reduction fact sheets home 

to parents   
• Request an anti-idling pledge form from 

parents 
 
MORE ADVANCED… 
• Observe and record idling behavior 

(before and after outreach) 
• Analyze results 
• Present findings  
• Utilize incentives for behavior change    

PROGRAM 



RESOURCES 

download the 

 T O O L K I T  
from www.sanantonio.gov/sustainability 

 

I. Making It a Student Project  

II. How to Conduct Observations 

III.Observation Form 

IV.Parent Pledge Form  

V. Anti-Idling Sign 
  

 

The toolkit is provided free-of-charge for schools who want to improve air quality, 

and provides an easy-to-follow methodology to help all people become aware of 

ways they can help reduce air pollution. 



• Clean air is important and 
essential for everyone in 
San Antonio! 

 

• This effort supports a 
healthy population, equity 
for all residents, resiliency 
of our natural environment 
and prepared and 
successful youth.  

 

• The Office of Sustainability 
seeks partners who are able 
to contribute resources to 
further this initiative       
city-wide.  

PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 



For more information, 
please contact        
Julia Murphy           

City of San Antonio 
Office of Sustainability  

 
julia.murphy 

@sanantonio.gov 
 

(210) 207-6372   

mailto:julia.murphy@sanantonio.gov

